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1. Previous considerations 
 

 

The situation our world is going through, beginning so many years ago, 

unfortunately, where dignity, freedom, civil and fundamental rights of the weakest are 

violated based on cultural, economic and religious excuses, have led to mankind’s most 

atrocious actions. These actions are still in practice, which moves us to grow this 

proposal, based on humanist principles, to defend freedom and human rights. An 

essential proposal to bring peace and cohabitation, once and for all, to the planet all of 

us were born, with the same rights and the same ethical and moral duties and to practise 

as fundamental laws the respect for mankind and fraternal harmony, since the scourge 

of racism and military conflicts are still the worst cancer of the planet. 

Several NGO’s and other humanitarian organizations, as well as individuals, have 

contributed to alleviate, to some extent, some of the most urgent solidary scarcities. 

All these aids, in spite of the good will they are developed, have not been, and 

cannot be, able to break the structural barrier that generates them. They become 

reasonable and generous attitudes that relieve the social reality using small patches in 

this so injured tubular that is the globe. But not enough.  

Our admired Federico Mayor Oreja, UNESCO president for so many years, with 

so many sleepless nights working for the abolishment of the death penalty in the world, 

after so many years contributing to the required Education to reach PEACE, warns 

against the “CRIME OF SILENCE” in an interesting literary work. And it is there where we 

want to be, disclosing these human excesses as a way of introduction in the international 

society through the most efficient weapons such as international solidarity, harmony as 

the ideal ammunition, empathy and fraternal affection, disapproval of any cruelty 

among humans, reporting slavery and racism, mending that part of society that has 

suffered so much in the name of the absurd primacy of ones over others, and the 

excessive thirst for money, power and usury. 

Cape Verde was the market of African slavery. The Wall Street for the huge 

human selfishness applied dramatically for its own benefit, its own law, its enormous 

injustice. 
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Based on the exposed considerations we can only think about a kind of action 

that, from the point of view of the general opinion cannot be considered biased: The 

Solidary and Culture action. We cannot lie to ourselves and think that the culture and 

solidary fact is defect free. We know it can be managed as a biased element and 

nowadays, sometimes, it has been used to clean up all kind of reputations.  

If we go back to the origin of the term culture, we can find the key of our 

proposal. The dictionary informs it has two meanings: 

- Improvement of the physical, intellectual and moral faculties of men. 

- The product resulting from such improvement in both individuals and society. 

And with solidarity we find: 

- Support or unconditional backing of other people’s reasons or interests, 

especially in committed or difficult situations. 

- Right. Fact of being solidary, a duty or a right. 

Both terms, still today, are able to call many free men and women around. Men 

and women that, despite the obstacles found on their way, do not decline in their fight 

for freedom and respect to human dignity. 

Having said that, we plan to make an international call to everyone that wants to 

support this initiative. Ecofeminist Women from Cape Verde Association and Músicos 

sin Fronteras (Musicians Without Borders) NGO are already involved. And we would like 

to demand support from foundations, civic and social associations, international 

institutions, music and solidary ensembles and any other people willing to support this 

apology for the memory of all those people that have suffered from slavery in the world, 

to build a continual sculptural monument that reminds us of the human injustice and 

useful not to repeat it ever again, among other solidary actions that we will specify later. 
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2. Creation of the idea 

 

The project arose during a visit of Musicians Without Borders to Cape Verde and, 

since then, the NGO has occasionally supported culture, education and certain initiatives 

with economical aids, mostly to help Cape Verdean women and the neediest infants.   

The project can be summarized in only an idea: culture, music and international 

solidarity with Cape Verde as an old slavery market. Continual tribute to mend the 

slavery suffered by Africans.  

Associations, foundations, institutions, human rights observatories, clubs and 

solidary musicians, bands, orchestras, ensembles, choirs, artists that are willing to or can 

do it are invited to collaborate directly with the association.  

The actions we will develop through this project will be, among others, the 

following: 

-  GÉNESIS sculpture and its 500 copies 

-  creation of ORCHESTRA OF LIBERTY, where Cape Verdean and African children 

will have the opportunity to develop their musical aptitudes, looking especially after the 

most disadvantaged people, especially children and women 

-  support for local music schools 

-  support for Cape Verdean Ecofeminist Association present in all the ten islands 

through emancipation projects by means of small business initiatives with the 

appropriate support and legal accompaniment 

- edition of a solidary CD where migrant African musicians, prestigious 

symphonic composers committed to solidarity will start the project 

-  Human Rights Observatory at University.  

-  scholarships to provide the African children with the opportunity to access the 

proper education and the Orchestra of Liberty 
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3. Goals 
 

The expected goals are: 

a) To obtain international solidarity from people and humanist and civic 

associations against inequality and racism.  

Antonio Guterres, United Nations president, states in the magazine XLSemanal 

20th-29th May 2021 that “All phenomena that make inequality and injustice bigger have 

an increase in immigration as a consequence… We must fight inequality and create 

decent life conditions in these people’s origin countries”. 

“Each to his own and God watching over everyone” is an old popular proverb that 

we would love to be true so people are not forced to abandon their believes, families, 

job, culture, traditions, towns, tribes, cities and small villages, having to face other ways 

to walk, talk, tell, be and others in strange cultures.  

b) We want to spread, by using media, the activities that will be carried out in 

Africa and Cape Verde, likewise solidarity by free people from any country in the world.   

c) We want to create the required structures and the Slavery Museum as a 

promotion centre for cultural elements that can be transferred or sold in developed 

countries: African music, yearly music festivals, videos, books, trips, textile workshops 

for women, etcetera, taking into account that benefits, if any, would be used in the same 

or similar purposes, all of this driven by Cape Verde Ecofeminist Women Association.  

At the time being, a textile workshop with its fabric bales and 13 sewing 

machines suitable to be installed in Cape Verde for Cape Verdean women are at our 

facilities, waiting until the funding is got to send them at any moment by sea. There 

fabrics and tapestries with the image of the sculpture can be made as an icon for liberty 

and an apology for slavery. 

d) We want to create an unlimited resonant echo that, bouncing from one 

country to another, spreads the report for slavery and racism to every edge of the 

developed world. We will use that exposure to resume a public debate. 
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Once the previous contacts are established, an international committee of 

human rights defendants that will supervise the project development will be created. 

Likewise, the “Orchestra of Liberty Honour International Committee”, at which Federico 

Mayor Oreja has donated his own violin, who we hope will be the leader of the orchestra 

that tunes solidarity of the world through this so-special orchestra. We will invite Nelson 

Mandela’s wife, Obama, etcetera. Well-known and significant people recognized for 

their humanism and practice of a high voltage fraternal and social commitment 

throughout their lives. 

 

4. Apology project for slavery  
  

We are going to describe in more detail some of the actions we want to carry out 

the apology of slavery in Cape Verde.   

1. This year 2021, around the 

Human Rights Declaration 

celebration, we will carry out the 

first action of this project aimed at a 

big act of international apology for 

slavery. So, 2nd of December 

“International Day for the Abolition 

of Slavery”, we will release in Llíria 

(Valencia, Spain) the CD 

“Escuchando a África” (Listening to 

Africa), dedicated to the Orchestra 

of Liberty project. 

We wish this apology is made by means of music. We will have the support of 

African migrant artists, some of them who have run away from the wars in their origin 

countries and living around Spain, and prominent and qualified artists committed to 

equality and peace both Spanish and international. Likewise, important composers 

coming from the symphonic orchestral world and African choirs that give us their culture 

and musical art through their singing as a present will collaborate with this project. A CD 
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in which artists that give any of their songs up completely free and collaborating with 

the goals of the project will be recorded. 

With this project, we want to broadcast the message that the fight of humankind 

for the acknowledgement of men and women’s equality and their dignity appreciation 

is universal, it is affects all of us and we must participate actively to conquer it. Likewise, 

it will serve the purpose of the apology to a very sad part of human history: slavery and 

racism between people. 

Contributions and 

donations that are got 

will be aimed at the 

creation of “Orchestra of 

Liberty” that the NGO 

wants to create in Cape 

Verde.    

It is our purpose to put 

value into the role of the 

culture as a tool to build 

a better coexistence. 

Music as a tool for coexistence, with diversity and collaboration as support, offers an 

incomparable opportunity to exchange knowledge and experience between cultures 

and countries, among equals and non-equals. That is why the official release of the CD 

“Escuchando a África” will be done in different cities around Spain: Llíria (Valencia), 

Madrid, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Badajoz, Málaga, Valencia and others that will arise later, and 

in Praia (Cape Verde) if possible. We wish that releases will represent a cultural and 

solidary important act for the cities where they are carried out.  
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2. The sculpture “Génesis”, made by the sculptor Ernesto Knorr, 3 meters high, 

will be the antenna that connects all the solidary world, which reminds us that 

humankind cannot repeat. As a freedom cry. Without strangling the words. Emitting 

solidarity from this heart of África to the world of freedom of people with their own 

conscience, to the rest 

of the nations of the 

world as a perpetual 

totem of civilization. 

With copies along the 

“Slave route”, where 

slaves were captured 

and sent to Zanzibar, 

Ouidah, where the 

“Door of no return” is 

located. To Gorée, 

Senegal, Island of 

Gorée, declared a 

UNESCO World 

Heritage in 1978, which 

was the most 

important slave market 

to send them to the 

United States, the 

Caribbean, and Brasil, 

where the “House of Slaves” is located. Installation of sculpture copies that will create 

“the antennas of the solidary radio station” to remind the world of such a human atrocity 

wherever they went through on their way to their destination. 
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3. “Orchestra of Liberty” will be a meeting point where the most disadvantaged 

Cape Verdean children have the opportunity to develop their musical skills. In this way 

we will join culture, music and international solidarity with Cape Verde as an old slavery 

market, making a perpetual tribute as an apology for the slavery suffered by Africans. 

We have already 

the first instrument 

for the orchestra, a 

violin donated by 

Federico Mayor 

Oreja, UNESCO ex-

president and a 

very important 

person for the 

death penalty abolition. 

Cape Verde Women’s Association will be involved in its management and we will 

rely on experienced international teachers to start it up, volunteer teachers, African 

teachers... 

To carry out this project we will need accessories and instruments that will be 

obtained from our permanent campaign “Instruments Bank” where we will give a 

second opportunity to used instruments donated by citizens, along with new 

instruments that we can get from music shops, musical associations, etc that can join 

the project. 

 

5. What is Solidary Musicians without Borders (Músicos 
Solidarios sin Fronteras) 

 
 

Solidary Musicians without Borders is a non-governmental organization founded 

in Vitoria-Gasteiz (Spain) in 1995, after a trip to the Caribbean island Cuba. When we got 

in touch with schools and conservatories in La Habana we could verify the lack of 

instruments, accessories and teaching materials. After the first actions that had the 
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purpose of helping Cuban children, we have carried out many international cooperation 

projects in different parts of the third world tying friendship and solidarity between 

different points of the planet. 

The NGO has the mission of establishing a solidary commitment between music, 

the musicians and people solidary with the most disadvantaged children in the world, 

given that music can play an important role in favour of harmony and coexistence 

between different people, ethnic groups and cultures in the world.   

Since 2000 we have been carrying out an ambitious campaign called “Los 

Derechos Humanos, tu mejor instrumento“ (Human Rights, your best instrument) with 

the goal of spreading, in the international area, the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. 

The NGO, in addition to the projects carried throughout Spain, such as the 

support for the orchestra for children and teenagers without resources in Palma Palmilla 

neighbourhood in Málaga and other similar orchestras in the rest of the country, is 

currently developing many others in different countries such as: “El Recuerdo” 

cooperative in Juliapa, Guatemala; Ismaelillo Project in Cienfuegos, Cuba; a project for 

women job insertion in Boa Vista island; “Turuta” music school in Cape Verde; Dar Tika 

project in Tangier to intervene and give psychosocial and educational support for 

abandoned and unprotected girls from the street; Tximurka Project to create equality 

and convivence schools through culture, developed actually in Euskadi (Spain) and 

expected to be developed in other regions and countries; projects in several areas of the 

Middle East, such as Syrian Kurdistan, through the Bank of Instruments for music 

schools in Rojava, and Iraqi Kurdistan, through the Mirzo Music Center in Khanasore, 

which supports kidnapped, raped and tortured women by Daesh. 

Solidary Musicians without Borders thinks that music and musicians can play an 

important role in favour of harmony, coexistence and solidary spirit between ethnic 

groups, people and cultures in the world. 

From Solidary Musicians without Borders we work for the connection of cultures, 

focusing on education and social insertion of groups, both already damaged and those 
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that could be. We strengthen the integration of the most disadvantaged segment of 

citizenship both on a national and international level. We continue working and relying 

on that doing our bit will reach big changes pushing society to build a happier and equal 

world. 

To reach the expected goals, Solidary Musicians without Borders carries out the 

following actions: 

1. Collection and later donation of instruments and music materials to entities 

working with disadvantaged children. 

2. Promotion of shows and festivals to raise funds to finance the cooperation 

projects. 

3. Sale of commercial items with the organization logo to raise funds. 

4. Creation and resource providing of workshop-schools, scholarships, and help 

for child support. 

5. Spreading of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights through informational 

campaigns. 

Solidary Musicians without Borders, since its foundation, uses music as an action 

tool due to its feature of arriving at every place and being an international language that 

exceeds words and makes sharing passions even between people not sharing ideas 

possible. 

In 2019, Solidary Musicians without Borders was proposed for the prestigious 

René Cassin Human Right awards granted by the Basque Country government by 

different personalities and entities from the musical and cultural world. 

Another action carried out by the NGO, in line with these levels of action, was 

the creation of the Symphonic Band Músicos sin Fronteras BSMSF by its site in Valencia, 

which celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2020. Its goal is, thanks to its concerts, to spread 

the NGO projects in favour of Human Rights and raise funds to finance them, along with 

giving support to projects developed by other institutions. 
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Likewise, in 2020 we celebrated our 25th anniversary since the NGO Solidary 

Musicians without Borders was created. It has been only the first 25 years… 

• defending human rights through music taking it to every corner of the world 

• helping the most disadvantaged  

• working for equality  

• encouraging women’s autonomy and empowerment  

• fighting against social inequalities  

• promoting musical education as a social insertion tool  

• making musical education in the most disadvantaged places easy, collecting 

and delivering instruments and accessories 

• thrilling society by means of concerts and recordings of the orchestras formed 

by women, men and children in a vulnerability situation 

As a culmination of its 25 years since its foundation, 10 years of the creation of 

the symphonic band Músicos sin Fronteras and 21 years of ONG presence in Valencia 

region, Llíria town hall awarded it with the prize “Jaume I de la Villa de Llíria” 2020 

because of its commitment to the most disadvantaged children highlighting, in 

particular, its link with Llíria and the numerous actions carried out since its 

establishment in the Valencia region in 2000. 

Solidary Musicians without Borders is a founding member of Red Música Social 

(Social Music Network) along with other social musical Spanish entities that aims to 

promote the power of collective musical learning as a social transformation and that has 

the support of the High Commissioner against children in poverty depending on the 

Government Presidency.     

Solidary Musicians without Borders was born in La Habana as a solidary love at 

first sight in 1995. It is an association that tries to fight against racism through art. We 

have been practicing solidarity, humanism and defending human rights, equality and 

commitment with the most disadvantaged for 26 years.   
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We wish to continue inoculating that wonderful poison that is solidarity through 

music, reaching the soul and heart of the fellow man, looking for the smile of children 

receiving our instruments and required help for their education and a better future. 

 

6. Conclusions 
 

The fact of complying with the premises and purposes established in the goals of 

this project will provide no doubt inequality and racism problems, still so present in the 

world, a big international visibility and spreading. 

The sculpture will be the antenna that will connect to all spots in which Solidary 

Musicians without Borders is present with its solidary projects. 

Orchestra of Liberty, the sculpture of a perpetual memory and the development 

of Cape Verdean women are the key foundations for all of these initiatives that come 

from this trunk that will be home for others to defend the development of Africa and to 

defend human rights against any kind of slavery.  

Slavery was nourished with uncountable women, because they were the pillars 

to continue enriching slavers with their descendants, to provide more raw material, to 

generate more wealth at the expense of this human aberration. And they, now, will be 

the protagonists and beneficiaries of this solidary and activist project against human 

injustice, against abuse, racism and slavery. 

All of these actions are aimed at education, fraternity, and international 

harmony. Working hard to improve. Accessing and putting faith in social participation in 

Africa. Federico Mayor Zaragoza repeats to us: “…let us review the past together, so 

events that will never be forgotten are not repeated again and they are essential to 

design a development in harmony. Let us imagine and recover as much as we can the 

most inspiring music, the most unprecedent paces, the most ephemeral, which did not 

find a pentagram to land. Fight for Africa is a colossal, difficult and a long venture, a true 

challenge for imagination, creativity and solidarity. Minds must be decolonized, because 

another Africa is possible, standing up for a world more human and fraternal”. Closing 

wounds. Spreading humanity and future.  
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The shedding of blood practiced during two centuries must be stopped. This is a 

call for sense, solidarity and human fraternity. We still suffer from cruelty and latent 

dramas of infant slavery and “children of war”. No more slaves. Nobody forced to 

emigrate. Not a single mother, not a single wife, not a single sibling crying for a beloved 

missing. Not a single woman’s body commercialized. In favour of the abolition of slavery 

of all kinds nowadays. 

The project “Orchestra of Liberty”, as a whole, would be incomplete if we were 

not capable of including in it the solidarity shown individually on many occasions by the 

rest of the disciplines of the social and artistic world, making the inclusion of education, 

literature, poetry, painting, music, cinema, video… possible and collecting different 

initiatives by creators that are willing to do their bit in favour of human rights and against 

racism and slavery joining our solidary project. It will be a mirror useful to reflect the 

generous and solidary thinking of artists, politicians and intellectuals all around the 

world.  

Music does not understand about borders, runs through time and space, goes 

beyond words. It is a kiss for the soul. 
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7. How to collaborate 
 

This ambitious project has a high economic impact. The sculpture and its copies, 

instruments and teachers for Orchestra of Liberty, supporting projects for Cape Verdean 

women… require contributions from everybody, either individually or by foundations, 

associations, companies… of any kind to which we can contact and that are willing to 

have a solidary implication.  

We will keep making solidary acts of all kinds to raise the funds for the project: 

 - solidary concerts promoting shows and festivals  

 - exhibitions 

 - collection of instruments and musical materials 

- sale of NGO solidary items  

These are the banks to make a transfer if you want to contribute:  

1. BANCA ÉTICA. ASOCIACIÓN MÚSICOS SOLIDARIOS SIN FRONTERAS 

 BIC/SWIFT: ETICES21XXX 

 IBAN: ES20 1550 0001 2300 1227 8420 

 BILBAO (SPAIN) 

2.  LA CAIXA. ASOCIACIÓN MÚSICOS SOLIDARIOS SIN FRONTERAS 

 BIC/SWIFT: CAIXESBBXXX 

 IBAN: ES93 2100 6502 4602 0007 7720 

 VITORIA-GASTEIZ (SPAIN)  

Any contribution, no matter how small, it is important and will be welcomed and 

invested. Anyone making a contribution will receive a certifying diploma by the NGO. 

Nevertheless, those that make a contribution exceeding $3000 or €3000, 

depending on the country, will receive a copy of the original sculpture “Genesis” by 

Ernesto Knorr with its serial number and index card and, likewise, will receive a certifying 

diploma to become a member of the “Orchestra of Liberty International Honour 

Committee”, Federico Mayor Zaragoza being one of its members.  
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Contributions can also be made by purchasing solidary products in our webpage:  

www.musicossinfronteras.org 

 

“Where words finish, music starts, the language for feelings, the language of the soul” 

      Hoffmann 

 

“Without music, life would be a mistake” Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

“The longest trip starts with a small step” Chinese proverb 

 

“Many small people, in small places, making small things, can change the world” 

 Eduardo Galeano 

 

http://www.musicossinfronteras.org/

